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NEWS BITES  
 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

We have a few events coming up that we hope everyone will join: 

- Point Lobos day (Sept 22) 
- Recreational Charter (Oct 13) 

 

Help Wanted!  Mating Amtracks Project 
A preliminary map has been generated based on the data collected during the Mating Amtracks 

project, but now we need help with the detailed sketches.  The sketches are based on photographs 

collected, and overlays the significant features from the wreck onto the map.  A variety of techniques 

can be used to sketch, including free hand or tracing, either by hand or digitally.  So artistic talent is not 

necessarily required.  To volunteer, contact rhl@gue.com 

 

FEATURES 

Why Do Reef Check Training? 
by Carol Cohn 

When I recently became a BAUE member, Dionna came to me and mentioned that there would be a 

Reef Check Training seminar in Monterey in June. Since she was actively trying to involve BAUE members 

in the program, she wondered if that would be something I would consider doing.  I have friends who 

have participated in Reef Check for years, and they have always had good things to say about the 

organization.  My interest was piqued, so I checked out their website.   The more I read, the more I liked.  

Reef Check monitors our close shore rocky reefs and provides data regarding human impact to other 

organizations.  I had always wondered how the health of fisheries was determined, and who gathered 

the data.   Using consistent, standard scientific information gathering protocols, Reef Check is one such 

organization.  Once aware of the goal, I was on board to participate.  As a diver I see the changes in 

our environment on a regular basis, and I have a vested interest in keeping our reefs healthy.   

Participation in this volunteer program seemed like an ideal way to help achieve that goal, give back 

to the community, and let’s face it, since it involves diving, it sounded like just plain fun.   

 

I took the training in June as scheduled.  About a week before the class my materials arrived.  The kit 

included flashcards for fish, invertebrate, and seaweed ID, plus a handbook and instructions about 
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where to show up for the class.   I read the manual before class to see what material would be covered.  

It was amazingly extensive, but quite easy to read and understand.  I played with the flashcards 

immediately too.  I’m a bit of a nerd so I had quite a good time with them.  I already knew most of the 

local fish, but invertebrates and seaweed, not so much.  The abalone ID was particularly challenging.   I 

was a tad intimidated.    I need not have worried too much.  Meagan, the trainer, knows her stuff and is 

really good at communicating it to large groups of people.  We spent a full day in lecture at the 

Monterey Bay Aquarium and I learned a lot.  When it came time to take the written test, I only missed 

one fish.  If I had taken it at the beginning of the day, it would have been a completely different story.   

 

The next day we did a short pool 

session to get acquainted with the 

transect tape and clipboard under 

water.  It was really good to do that in 

the pool first.  That clipboard is a real 

pain to manage, but after playing with 

it in the pool, I had a good idea of 

how I would carry it and attach it to 

myself in the ocean.  The ocean 

training was a blast.  We practiced 

running the transect tape and 

identifying and sizing animals.  It was a 

totally different kind of diving than 

anything I had done before, and was quite challenging.   The first day was a bit rocky and I was 

despairing of qualifying in any of the 4 categories. Meagan promised it would be easier the next day 

and she was entirely right.  I somehow managed to get all four categories, fish, invertebrate, seaweed, 

and UPC.    I am very excited about using my new skills in the field.  I’ve signed up for a couple of 

upcoming Reef Check dives already.   If you haven’t taken training yet, what are you waiting for?  The 

more the merrier! 

 

MEMBER TRAVEL 

The Art of Unplugging 
by Nathalie Udo 

 

I recently returned from an amazing vacation to Alaska. I spent eight days on the Nautilus Swell, a 

beautiful wooden dive boat converted from a 1912 tugboat. It was an amazing trip, exploring Alaska 

both above water as well as below. Alaska definitely gives you the feeling of being in the “final” frontier. 

The scenery is stunning and spectacular. The country is rugged with towns that are only reachable by air 

or water, with amazing wildlife, and large parts of it are unexplored. 
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The trip included watching crumbling glaciers, playing around and on icebergs, soaking in hot springs, 

observing feeding humpback whales, bald eagles, running salmon, and “surfing” Steller sea lions. 

Underwater the show continued: we saw prehistoric looking prow fish, lots of extremely colorful rockfish, 

basket stars with hundreds of small tentacles, playful Steller sea lions, impressive wrecks like the Princess 

Sophia and the State of California, and walls that are so covered with brightly colored corals, there isn’t 

a square inch you can touch without touching something that is alive. 

 

At the start of this trip we were rather stressed due to 

work deadlines and more importantly because days 

before our departure we put in an offer to buy an 

apartment. We had a verbal agreement, but nothing 

solid on paper. So there we were, ready to step aboard 

the Nautilus Swell knowing we would be disconnected 

from the world for eight days. We knew for sure we 

would have no Internet connection and, for most of the 

time, there would also be no cell reception. 

 

It was interesting to experience how, when forced by 

the situation, we as human beings are able to unplug 

and because of that recharge. Being disconnected 

and experiencing the amazing vistas and wildlife 

encounters makes you ponder: Are the things we stress 

about really that important? So what if we do not get 

the apartment? So what if I miss that deadline? What is 

really important in life? For me, I realize, it is my family, 

friends and health. And it is taking the time to enjoy 

what this world has to offer us. 

 

On our deathbed we don’t regret that we didn’t work hard enough, we regret all the things we didn’t 

do. It was very humbling to realize that the ice I was standing on was most likely hundreds of years old. It 

was there well before I was born and will be there (in the form of water) well after me. 

In this super wired world, we all need to schedule time to unplug. How ever you choose to do it, either 

by traveling to a remote area in the world where the digital world simply cannot reach you, or by 

consciously unplugging all your devices (phones, computers, TVs, gameboys, iPads etc.) for a certain 

time period while sipping your favorite drink in your backyard. 

 

It is unbelievably refreshing not to be connected to the world and honestly you really don’t miss that 

much. I can highly recommend it and hope you will try it. Trust me, you will not regret it! This trip made 

me realize that I am very thankful there are still parts in this world where we can peacefully unplug. 

 

 



 

EVENTS  
Mating Amtracks Project 

by Allison Lee 

 

In the first weekend of June, around 30 BAUE members participated in the annual project.  This year’s 

project was to create a map of the Mating Amtracks site, using the techniques that we learned in the 

NAS class that many members participated in last year. The goals for the project were to: 

• Build team capacity 

• Apply techniques from the NAS archaeology class 

• Survey and produce a site plan for the Mating Amtracks 

 

After months of planning, a recon 

dive, a project meeting, and two 

practice days, the project’s data 

collection weekend was finally 

upon us.  We had roughly 25 divers 

participating, plus several more club 

members helping out on the 

surface, and an all-star crew on the 

Escapade.  On Friday, several divers 

setup the transect lines and marked 

the points of interest that would be 

measured in the following days, and 

took some preliminary photos that 

could be referenced throughout the weekend.  We were relieved to find way-above-average viz for 

the site.  Surface conditions were pretty calm in the morning, but got progressively sportier throughout 

the day.  The forecast called for the seas to calm down throughout the weekend.   

 

On Saturday morning, we met for a briefing, and went over the layout of the wreck, the division of 

responsibilities, and reviewed the data collection protocol.  We conducted six dives, three per day, with 

each dive consisting of up to 4 teams (12 divers).  Each team had a specific responsibility, either 

photo/video documentation, or data collection of a specific area of the wreck.  The final dive was 

reserved for cleanup of the wreck.  It was quite surgy on the first two dives of Saturday morning, but we 

were still able to collect data, and eventually conditions did calm down.  We had above-average viz 

for the duration of the project.  As gear failed and people grew tired, we had to constantly juggle the 

schedule of teams in the water, but we were able to collect all of the desired data, with every point 

surveyed by multiple teams.  Based on our speedy collection of data on Saturday, we ended up having 

time to collect data on Sunday to model the wreck viewed from the starboard side (in addition to top-
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down, which was the primary objective).  Our photographers also captured dozens of photos of 

interesting detail from the wreck. 

 

In the background of all of this planning and data collection, our research team has made some good 

contacts at museums around the country, and based on preliminary measurements and photos, has 

some solid leads on exactly which model the vehicle may be. 

 

We have produced a preliminary map of the data points, and we are now in the process of sketching 

the significant features from the photos.  We need help with this – please contact Rob Lee at 

rhl@gue.com to volunteer. 

 

 

MEMBER NEWS
 

Member Statistics 
 

64 paid, 10 honorary 

New in the quarter:  

Aaron Lee, Evgeny Druzyaka, Carol Cohn 

 

 

 

  

New Certifications/Classes 
 

Rec 3 

Boris Putanec  

Andrew Hill 



BAUE BOARD
Mark Lloyd 

President 

mlloyd@baue.org  

 

Dionna House 

Director 

dhouse@baue.org  

 

Suzanne Baird 

Treasurer and Chief Finance Officer 

Suzanne.Baird@baue.org  

 

David Chamberlin 

Chief Technical Officer 

Director 

mixdiver@baue.org  

 

Leah Vieta 

Secretary 

leahvieta@baue.org  

 

Sue Bird 

Director 

dolphin@baue.org 

 

Robert Lee 

Director 

rhlee@baue.org 

 

Clinton Bauder 

Chief Science Officer 

rule6@baue.org 

 

Alberto Nava 

Chief Planning Officer 

cavediver@baue.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Contact 
Please submit your articles and questions to Mark Lloyd at mlloyd@baue.org  

Or Allison Lee at allison.waingold@gmail.com

 


