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NEWS BITES
BAUE Field Guide
by Allison Lee
The BAUE field guide was added to the web site a couple years ago, but we wanted to remind
everyone about this great resource. The field guide is a section of the web site that documents the
marine life that divers are likely to see along the Central California coast. All of the species in the field
guide have been seen in the area, and nearly all of the pictures were taken around here (almost all by
BAUE photographers).
For years, the BAUE website has been one of the best places to find ID pictures for a variety of local
species, and with the field guide, all of these pictures have been organized into one place, allowing
users to quickly find what they are looking
for. The guide is somewhat informally
organized to make it easier to use by the
general public. As such we do not have a
strict taxonomic structure to the gallery.
Instead we've divided it into broad
categories of similar looking species. This
way it's possible to scan a section of the
gallery for candidate species, without
having to know in advance where to look.
The field guide currently includes over 300
species, including over 100 species of fish
and 70 species of slugs. The benefit of a web-based field guide is that we have no constraints for
space, so we can include multiple pictures per species, showing different color and age variations. The
field guide is also more likely to include the variations we typically see locally. Our field guide may also
be more up-to-date; as species names and known ranges change over time, we can constantly
update the field guide. But it is not meant to replace good old formal reference books, so the field
guide also includes an excellent bibliography and a list of other online resources.

The field guide is only as good as the contributions that members make to it. If you notice something
missing, let us know, and we will try to get some photos to include. Or better yet, submit your own
photos! Anytime you get a nice picture of an interesting critter, check the field guide to see if the entry
for that species is lacking, and if it is, please add to it.
So the next time you are trying to identify a new-to-you critter, or looking for inspiration for a sea-themed
craft project, check out the field guide: http://www.baue.org/projects/fieldguide/fieldguide.php

MEMBERS ON VACATION
Whales on the Great Barrier Reef
By Susan Bird
Alberto and Susan sojourned to Australia in early July to dive the Great Barrier Reef and to spend time in
the water with Dwarf Minke Whales. We flew from Sydney to Cairns, and then on to Lizard Island, which
is situated along the northern portion of the GBR. From Lizard, we boarded the Elizabeth E II, which
became our home on the water for two weeks. The boat was operated by Eye-to-Eye Marine
Encounters, which is a science-based charter company that caters to marine research oriented
travel. In addition to other whale aficionados, the guest list included 2 minke whale researchers who
were collecting data as part of the ongoing 'Minke Whale Project'. Their research is funded in part by
the passengers and their donations to the project.
The minke whale season on the GBR is relatively short, spanning 6 - 8 weeks during the Australian winter.
Therefore, we experienced cooler water temperatures and rougher seas. We often endured 25- 30 knot
winds; however the captain & crew had
no problem navigating the challenging
conditions and were happy to put divers
and snorkelers in the water even in larger
swells & wind chop.
We motored to various dwarf minke whale
congregation areas in the Ribbon Reef
area of the GBR, and fortunately for the
divers on board, those sites coincided with
some of the more popular dive sites. The
boat would moor on a site and open the
gates to scuba divers... and if minke whales showed up, we had the opportunity to jump in the water
with snorkels to visit with the whales. Most of the passengers were 'snorkelers', so the few of us who were
certified divers felt as though we had nearly private access to the dive sites!
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We were able to do 2 or 3 dives per day -- as the whales permitted. The diving was fantastic, even
though it was off-season and the ocean was often 'sporty'. Beto made friends with a humongous cod,
and he seemed to be a magnet for large, yellow sea snakes. Susan was content to search for stone fish
and striped pipefish, but spent much of her dives looking for minkes.
When the dwarf minkes showed up, the crew would place a long current line from the stern, and
snorkelers would hold on to loops on the line. The whales would swim towards and next to the people
on the line, often swimming eye to eye with us. Occasionally some of the more flirtatious minkes would
pose for us, wiggling their whale bodies vertically in the water in front of swimmers. The researchers
collected written data on underwater slates, and took hundreds of photos as well as video
footage. They welcomed photos and video from passengers to supplement their recordings.
Sometimes we found minkes while the boat was en route to another site, in which case the captain
would cut the engine and allow the boat to drift with the whales. The crew put the line out... and those
of us willing to drift on the line would enjoy the show. Minkes would show up for hours at a time... and on
the most active day Susan was in the water for nearly 8 hours watching various groupings of cheeky
minkes parade alongside the line.
Aside from the spectacular minke encounters, we observed some 'special guest appearances' while
waiting on the line. One day Susan saw 2
majestic mantas swimming below and
amid the minke madness. At the end of
another day, as the daylight was
beginning to fade, we saw a small
creature circling deep below us and kept
watching as it grew bigger & bigger. It
sure didn't swim like a minke... and as the
fiend swam nearer we noticed a large fin
on its back. Eventually we were able to ID
it as an 8 foot bull shark (as recorded by
the researcher's measuring device).
The trip was fantastic, and included nightly summaries by the researchers. Beto & I collected some of
our own video footage, as well as still shots, but some of the best work was done by the experts on
board who were happy to share their shots.
I had done a minke-whale dive trip many years ago, and wanted to repeat the experience because it
was so magical. I also wanted to scout the operation & determine trip logistics for the purpose of
leading future diving & minke whale excursions to the GBR, if there is interest among my friends. I'm
eyeing July 2013 to set up a trip, so let me know if you have any interest!

We spent 2 days in Sydney on the way home, just getting our land-legs back and reminiscing about
relaxed & colorful diving and our time with the minkes. We already look forward to returning to the GBR!

Sipadan
By Nathalie Udo
This August, I had to be in Singapore for work. If at all possible I try to combine personal trips with
professional ones since the ticket is already paid. This time, the objective was to get my new boyfriend,
Thomas, certified. The first thought was the Andaman Sea in Thailand; however, it happened to be
monsoon season so no boats were going out to the Similan islands. Other options, like the east coast of
Thailand, Tioman island, Bali, or Philippines all didn’t make the list either because they were too touristy,
it was the wrong season or they were too far away for just a 10 day trip. Then Sipadan popped up in
one of my searches. I had heard so many great things about it.
When I found out it was part of Malaysia, I knew I found our holiday destination since it SOUNDED close
(it definitely wasn’t). Since it was only 10 days before our departure date and it was also August (note to
self: do not travel during high season again), we ended up having to split our stay over two resorts:
Seaventures (the only oilrig in the world turned into a dive resort) and Sipadan Water Village (SWV) both
on Mabul island. Sipadan is now a protected island and there are no resorts on Sipadan itself anymore
which I applaud!
To make it in time for the boat to the island, our travel itinerary looked as follows: take Singaporean taxi
to Malay taxi, take Malay taxi across the Malaysian border to Johor Bahru airport, catch a flight to Kota
Kinabalu on Borneo in the Malay province of Sabah, switch airlines and terminals (10min taxi ride away
from each other!!), fly to Tawau also in Sabah, then take a mini van to the harbor town, Sempora to
catch the boat to Mabul island.
The diving was amazing!! Around
Mabul Island and close by Kapali
it is mainly muck diving. Sightings
included ghost pipefish, woodstick
pipefish, banded pipefish, giant
frogfish (blue & red), blue ribbon
eels, crocodile fish, flying gurnard,
flamboyant cuttlefish, leaf fish
(yellow, red, green), sea moths,
jaw fish, garden eels, nudibranchs,
stingrays, and turtles in all sizes –
some bigger than I have ever
S EAVENTURE D IVE RIG

seen them. I even saw three
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eagle rays that circled around to say hi.
Permits regulate diving at Sipadan. There are a limited number of permits. Looking at the ratio of
available permits and number of divers, Seaventures offers the best chance of getting to Sipadan. SWV
and Mabul Water Bungalows are your next best bet. Be aware that there are dive operators that have
no permits for an extended period of time. We ran into people that were in Mabul for a week and never
made it to Sipadan.
In total we got to dive Sipadan three days. Sipadan itself offers incredible diving even though the first
two days rain was pouring down. Because of its geological structure, a lot of the bigger pelagic life pays
the island a visit.

G EOLOGICAL
S IPADAN

STRUCTURE OF
ISLAND

Sightings at Sipadan
included: huge schools
of big eye jacks (so big
you can get lost in
them – the school, not
the eyes), large schools
of barracudas, many
white tip sharks, schools
of bump-head
parrotfish, more turtles
than I have ever seen in
one dive, some leopard
sharks (larger than the
kind we see at Lobos)
and lots of interesting smaller stuff. Sipadan also sports a real cave for the cave divers among us, Turtle
Tomb cave, made famous by Mr. Jacques Cousteau himself. When I was talking with the manager of
the Seaventures Dive Rig, he was considering offering real tech diving capabilities for both Sipadan and
the cave. Right now, nitrox is available but no helium.

After the mandatory day of rest we traveled back to Kota Kinabalu to climb Mt. Kinabalu. The climb
starts at the park entrance at around 1800m with the summit being at 4092m. It is not a technically
difficult climb (there is no need for
mountaineering equipment). The
challenge of the climb is more the
continuous steepness combined with
climbing it in just two days. Do not
feel discouraged when reading the
results of the climbathon at the park
entrance. The winners run up and
down the mountain in 2.5hrs, while
for those of us who are in shape it
takes approximately 3hrs for the first
6km. Overall it was a great
experience and we were extremely
lucky with the weather, to have no
rain while hiking and a marvelous

O N THE WAY BACK FROM M OUNT K INABALU L OW

sunrise view on top. My calf muscles
were kind enough to remind me of the experience for at least 5 days after.
I can definitely recommend Sabah, Malaysia for its extremely friendly people, amazing nature and
unforgettable underwater world!

Florida Cave Diving
By Ted Pimentel
Several years ago, a friend told me that she much preferred cave diving in Mexico than in Florida. For
this reason, I took Cave1 in Mexico and my only other cave diving trip was back to Mexico. Sadly, I
found the experience of traveling to Mexico without my family far too taxing to do on a regular
basis. So with much sadness, I put cave diving on the shelf until a time when I had more time and less
responsibility.
Fast forward about 3 years… My life situation is really not that different. I still have the same job that
keeps me really busy and a family to take care of. But after hearing about several of Rob and Allison
Lee's trips to Florida, I thought it might be a good time to revisit cave diving. Well, to be truthful, as
much as I envied Rob and Allison for their Florida experiences, it still required quite a bit of cajoling to
get me to agree to go out on a trip with them. And as luck would have it, my long time dive buddy
Kevin Dow also joined us for the trip.
Let me cut to the chase as far as the diving goes. While there, I got to dive in Ginnie, Peacock, Little
River, Madison and then Ginnie again. The caves, or the bits that I saw, were beautiful in their own
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right. Not decorated like the caves in Mexico but still quite beautiful. And Ginnie Springs… is a
hoot. Trying to go down the Ear (one of the entrances to the cave system) was not unlike trying to go
up a water slide. Yep, there is a lot of flow.
But the things that stick out to me
about the trip weren't just the
dives. Other things that I think I will
remember for a long time are:
- Extreme Exposure - for me, being in
that dive shop was like being in a
gift shop in Mecca.
- Diving HP130s - for some reason,
these tanks trim out like magic.
- Gator - that's the name of the
friendliest gas station attendant that
I've ever met.
- David Rhea and Mark Messersmith
- I met both and liked both. I have
a tough decision to make when it’s
time to take Cave 2.
- The Station Bakery - the sandwich shop with the really old man who takes like 45 minutes to make an
incredibly delicious croissandwich.
All in all, I would say that I preferred the Florida cave diving experience over the Mexico
experience. Not necessarily due to the caves themselves but perhaps the overall experience. Maybe it
was because the little things were easier, like going grocery shopping or finding a place that sells extra
large Diet Cokes. Or maybe because it felt easier to travel to Florida. Whatever the reason, I have a
feeling that I won't be putting cave diving back on the shelf again. And maybe I will be eating a few
more croissandwiches.

Events
BAUE Wharf Dive
By Leah Vieta
On Saturday, July 16, BAUE organized a group dive at the wharf and what a great dive it was! We
gathered at 9:00 am for a briefing by Rob Lee on not getting snagged by fishing line/hooks (apparently
a hook in your drysuit isn’t a good idea). I’m not sure so many BAUE divers have gotten together before
and dove single tanks…those diving doubles looked a little out of place (you know who you are).
The conditions were great topside and in the water. We had calm, flat waters with at least 30 ft visibility!

Divers spread out well among the pilings and saw
an array of life, all no deeper than 30 ft. It was great
to have a different sort of dive and dive
somewhere that we can’t get to on just any day.
Several of the divers were taking pictures, and
posted pictures on the BAUE web site:
http://www.baue.org/images/galleries/v/local/110
716/
After the dive we gathered along the wharf for food, drinks and good times under the warm Monterey
sun. Some divers remembered to bring folding chairs which was a great idea and dive tables worked
out amazingly well to hold the array of food that divers contributed. Thank you to Rob Lee for working
with the Harbor Master to get permission for the dive, BAUE for putting it together and all the divers that
contributed food, drinks and laughs!
Editor’s note: And thanks to Matt and Leah for organizing the potluck lunch!

MEMBER NEWS
Member Statistics
62 paid, 10 honorary
New in the quarter:
Aaron Lee, Eric Ellenoff

New Certifications/Classes
Tech 1
Doug Simmons
Erik Sandvik
Doubles Primer
Boris Putanec
Andrew Yasinsky
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BAUE BOARD
Mark Lloyd

Sue Bird

President

Director

mlloyd@baue.org

dolphin@baue.org

Dionna House

Robert Lee

Secretary

Director

dhouse@baue.org

rhlee@baue.org

Suzanne Baird

Clinton Bauder

Treasurer and Chief Finance Officer

Chief Science Officer

Suzanne.Baird@baue.org

rule6@baue.org

David Chamberlin

Alberto Nava

Chief Technical Officer

Chief Planning Officer

Director

cavediver@baue.org

mixdiver@baue.org
Gary Banta
Director
gary@baue.org

Newsletter Contact
Please submit your articles and questions to Mark Lloyd at mlloyd@baue.org
Or Allison Lee at allison.waingold@gmail.com

