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NEWS BITES
Upcoming Events
We have a few events coming up that we hope everyone will join:
-

Recreational Charter (Dec 8)

-

Night Dive on the Escapade (Jan 19)

-

Member Meeting (Feb 9 at AWS)

The 2013 calendar has been posted, so be sure to check out all of the events planned for next year.

Membership Renewal
The end of the year is approaching, and it’s never too early to renew your BAUE membership for 2013.
The member dues will remain $60 for 2013 – what a deal! Please remember to pay them on time, so you
can participate in all of the great events we have planned for the next year. Visit the online payment
page at http://www.baue.org/finance/payments.php to pay your dues. Extra donations are always
welcome, and fully tax-deductible. And don’t forget that many companies offer a corporate match
for tax-deductible donations.

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
BAUE and CenCal Complete Fundraising For Mapping of Point Lobos
by Gary Banta
BAUE teamed up with CenCal to fund $5000 for the complete mapping of Point Lobos State Reserve.
The funds were sent to CSUMB in mid-October. The new mapping will both replace old, low-resolution
data that is over 10 years old and will cover ALL of the shallow areas that could not be covered from a
boat. The new mapping platform is based on an armored jet ski with an auxiliary airboat motor for riding
over kelp. The new mapping will be done before the end of the year, after the first storm clears out the
kelp.

The new data will be made widely
available to the dive community in the
following forms:
·

The full dataset will be available

from the Seafloor Mapping Lab (SFL)
website as is all SFL data.
·

The BAUE website mapping

section will be revised to include the
new data.
·

I will be creating a 3D relief map

that can be displayed in a kiosk near
the parking lot for dive planning.

2012 Summer Adventures Program
by Susan Bird
This year BAUE volunteered to participate in the Summer Adventures Program as an outreach effort to
support the Point Lobos Foundation. The Summer Adventures Program is designed for children between
the ages of 8 - 12 years, and includes activities that allow kids to explore the outdoor world in an
exciting, interactive manner.
Tiffany Murzi and I worked with former Park Ranger Jerry Loomis to organize the marine-life portion of the
program. On two separate days in June and July, BAUE divers created 3 marine-life stations at Point
Lobos filled with living specimens we collected from Whaler's Cove. Our presentations helped children
discover, learn, and develop awareness about the undersea world at Point Lobos. We worked with
approximately 32 children and 4 adults on each day of the event.
By now, our volunteers are well-versed at what to do to support interactive marine-science activities for
the park. Our divers showed up early in the morning to set up the stations, and teams conducted 60minute dives to collect the 'usual suspects' to put on display. Each station had a presenter who
described the contents of the display containers and answered questions. Other BAUE volunteers
helped keep the water fresh and cold for the critters, and answered questions to the best of our ability.
At the completion of the 90-minute marine-life 'Show & Tell' session, we elicited the assistance of the
children to return the creatures safely to the sea.
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A special nod of gratitude
goes to Tiffany Murzi for
being the Lead Organizer
for the June segment of
the Summer Adventures
Program. Thank you to all
divers who volunteered
their time and energy to
support this event:
Suzanne Baird, Brian
Bell, Ben Villao, Teresa
Luther, Mykle
Hoban, Doug
Simmons, Frank Kukula,
and Jung Kim.
We also want to extend
our thanks to Jerry Loomis and the Point Lobos Foundation, for giving us the opportunity to support this
valuable event. We hope to continue to be included in future collaborative efforts with Point Lobos and
the Point Lobos Foundation.
More details of the program are available at http://www.pointlobos.org/general-info/summeradventures

MEMBER TRAVEL
Dolphin Dreaming in July
by Susan Bird
To celebrate my birthday this year, I asked a few friends to join me on a dolphin trip to the Little Bahama
Bank aboard an 85' converted shrimp boat named the Dolphin Dream. We spent a glorious week
celebrating and frolicking with dolphins in calm seas under sunny skies.
The Grand Bahama Bank lies sixty miles east of Florida and is the second largest bank or underwater
platform in the world. This massive, shallow plateau is comprised of a 14,000 ft thick bed of limestone,
and is separated from Florida by the Gulf Stream. The Little Bahama Bank is the northernmost portion of
the Bank, and has an average depth of 20ft. The Bahama Banks are populated by resident pods of
Atlantic Spotted and Bottlenose Dolphins.
The week before our trip, Tropical Storm Debby marched her way across Florida, wreaking havoc on
both land and sea. Jackie (who helped organize the trip), and I dedicated our yoga & meditation

practices that week to envisioning calm seas and clear skies for our group... but mostly we were trying
to calm ourselves! Fortunately, the storm cleared in perfect timing for a spectacular week with the
dolphins. Our crossing from West Palm Beach to the Bahamas was smooth and the sun was shining
when we woke up to clear customs before heading out to the Little Bank.
We began the adventure with a scuba dive on the Sugar Wreck, which is the most photographed
wreck in the Bahamas. This 4-masted steel sailing vessel went down during a hurricane in the late 19th
century while carrying a cargo of molasses. She lies at an average depth of 18ft, and is home to schools
of snappers, grunts, wrasses, and barracuda.
After that... and for the rest of the week, we laughed, sang, danced, celebrated, and enjoyed
numerous encounters with spotted and bottlenose dolphins in warm, crystal clear water. We did one
additional shallow dive with lemon sharks, but the trip was primarily dedicated to dolphins and the
unlimited joy of free, fluid motion.
The highlights of the trip for me were the moonlit swims with dolphins while drifting in the deep water off
of the edge of the Little Bank. Under the full moon and a canopy of stars, Captain Scotty motored us
into deeper water, where he flipped the switch on 2 powerful underwater lights at the stern. The bright
lights attracted plankton and other small marine creatures, which attracted flying fish... which happen
to be a dolphin-delicacy.
We were able to swim with
hunting dolphins on two
memorable nights for the
longest in-water encounters
of the trip (2+ hours/pm).
Dolphins would circle and
mingle with the snorkelers,
then dive deep into the inky
depths after their prey. The
water was so warm and the
dolphins so engaging that
the crew had to insist that
we get out of the water well
past midnight.
My favorite night-time dolphin-dreamtime experience was 'baby-sitting' two baby dolphins while their
mommas hunted in the deep water. The moon was so bright that I could swim to the bow of our boat-out of range of the underwater lights, and was still able to see the dolphins under the water.
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This was the most fun and joy-filled week of my life, and I'm grateful to my friends Aurelie, Angie, Dionna,
Carolina, Sonya, and Jackie... and of course to Captain Scotty and his wonderful crew for making the
trip so incredibly beautiful. I'm also blessed to have made new friends whom I'll be seeing again on
future dolphin and whale adventures.
For me the trip felt like a homecoming after a decade-long hiatus from visiting the Atlantic spotted
dolphins, who are the most friendly and interactive species of wild dolphin. It was like seeing and
reconnecting with loving family members.
The most notable difference I observed was in the behavior, friendliness, and familiarity of the
bottlenose dolphins. When I first began frequenting the Bahamas Banks sixteen years ago, the
bottlenose dolphins were extremely 'stand-offish' and would either ignore or swim away from free-divers.
Now, like their Atlantic spotted cousins, they actually initiate contact. While they are still more reserved
in their interactions with humans, they now seem to find us at least somewhat interesting!
I organized this trip with the help and guidance of my friend Jackie Russell, who leads amazing diving
and marine-life expeditions all over the world. We booked the charter 18 months in advance-- to make
sure we would be out on the water to swim with dolphins under the full moon. Jackie can be reached
at: http://www.wildoceanadventures.8m.com/.
I'll be joining Jackie next year on the Dolphin Dream for her scheduled charter in July, and am in the
process of chartering a full boat for the year 2014.

Tech Diving and Nudi-Peeping in the Philippines
by Allison Lee
Rob and I spent a week in the
Philippines in August, diving around
Puerto Galera. We stayed at
Atlantis Dive Resort, and did most
of our diving there, plus a couple
of days of tech diving with Tech
Asia, the local GUE-friendly tech
shop. We had an awesome time,
and I would definitely recommend
(and go back to) the resort and
both of the dive shops that we
used. The macro critters there are
unbelievably cool; we saw 30some different species of nudibranchs (and Rob got pictures of nearly all of them). Both Atlantis and
Tech Asia have great setups that make it easy to do tons of diving, and the crew at Tech Asia is very

well-versed in the style of diving that we are used to. We spent two days tech diving, and four days
diving with Atlantis, a little over half of which was dedicated to looking for macro critters. The area is
known for excellent macro diving, but there was plenty of variety as well. We had a couple of dives at
nearby Verde Island with very dense fishlife. But the macro dives were definitely my favorite, and I
could have spent a lot more dives doing that and being just as entertained. In addition to the insane
numbers of nudibranchs, some of my favorite critters were the flamboyant cuttlefish, ornate ghost
pipefish, and the little furry crabs/lobsters. As you might imagine, we spent most of our time diving. But
when we weren’t in the water, the resort also featured a pool, a spa, and a couple of bars, and the
island has lots of adorable stray kittens to play with. My full trip report is available at
http://coldwaterkitty.blogspot.com/2012/10/philippines-2012.html

EVENTS
GUE Conference 2012
by Robert Lee
The 2013 GUE conference was held in Catalina this year and BAUE was well represented in
attendance. Allison and Rob Lee, Beto Nava, Susan Bird, Dionna House, Mark Lloyd and Gary Banta
were all able to join for a couple days of interesting sessions, socializing with GUE friends new and old,
and a bit of diving as well.
The weekend started off
with a meet & greet at
Hollywood Divers in
North Hollywood where
we had a chance to
catch up with alot of
old faces and to meet
some new
ones. Various GUE
communities from
around the world were
represented including
BAUE, Seattle, LA, New
England, North Florida,
Russia and more. The
actual conference was
on Catalina island, so
we soon headed out to
catch the quite comfortable and fast ferry over to the island, in time for some evening drinks and hors
d'oeuvres.
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In the morning, we broke into a couple groups for some diving, with some doing shore diving at Casino
Point, and a couple of boats going out as well. The logistics of getting a large group of GUE divers with
doubles and scooters, etc. over to the island for diving must be monumental, and so we ended up just
going with the flow. Allison and I ended up diving with Doug Mudry (a GUE instructor from FL) at a
pretty non-descript site, which had a bunch of giant sea bass hanging out there. We spent a lazy 75
minutes or so meandering around finding various cold-water critters to show Doug, who seems to be
one of those "regulator talkers".
After the morning diving, we reconvened for the first of 2 days' of sessions. There were many interesting
presentations at the conference but my favorites included our own Michael Menduno's presentation on
CCRs and Jarrod's presentation on the Mars project. Overall, there was a lot of good information and it
was very interesting to see various ongoing projects, exploration and other efforts that are taking place
around the world.
Overall, the conference was a good mix of presentations, socializing and a bit of diving as well. Having
it in Catalina made for an interesting venue and was a strong nod toward continued strong
development in the west-coast GUE community. Hats off to the GUE and Hollywood Divers staff to
worked to make this happen, and we look forward to the next North America conference in 2014
(though maybe next time in North FL :-)).

MEMBER NEWS
Member Statistics
64 paid, 11 honorary

New Certifications/Classes
Fundamentals

New in the quarter:

Christophe Beraud

Christophe Beraud, Peg Stone

Claude Luu
Peg Stone

BAUE BOARD
Mark Lloyd

Robert Lee

President

Director

mlloyd@baue.org

rhlee@baue.org

Dionna House

David Chamberlin

Director

Chief Technical Officer

dhouse@baue.org

mixdiver@baue.org

Suzanne Baird

Clinton Bauder

Treasurer and Chief Finance Officer

Chief Science Officer

Suzanne.Baird@baue.org

rule6@baue.org

Leah Vieta

Alberto Nava

Secretary

Chief Planning Officer

leahvieta@baue.org

cavediver@baue.org

Sue Bird
Director
dolphin@baue.org

Newsletter Contact
Please submit your articles and questions to Mark Lloyd at mlloyd@baue.org
Or Allison Lee at allison.waingold@gmail.com

